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The Joys of Heaven. 
By Alban Stolz. 





e7 HAT gladsome thoughts fill the mind of a child at 
the approach of the joyful Christmas season. How 
N it longs for the time to come, how good and obedi- 
oS ent it is in order that everything may turn out 
well! — You, dear Christian, ought to be a child, too, after this 
manner; our Lord desires that we become like children — look 
forward eagerly, therefore, to the new, eternal Christmas in the life 
to come. 

I have seen already in some of those new-fashioned spiritual 
books articles about heaven. There is much talk in these treatises 
of the aristocratic-like joys of heaven, of the joys of the intellect, of 
vast knowledge, of intercourse with great, enlightened spirits, of 
deliverance from all earthly pains, etc. It almost makes one sleepy 
to read it; how wearisome would it not be if a person had to en- 
dure such a dry, insipid heaven forever. 

The sentiments expressed by Holy Scripture with regard to 
heaven, breathe an entirely different spirit. Holy Scripture speaks 
of solid joys, of a wedding feast given by a king, of sitting on 
thrones and reigning, of resplendent beauty, of great honors before 





132 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


God and the world, of song and music on harps, of living in a 
golden city where it is never night. Although these are but para- 
bles, they nevertheless prove that heaven cannot be as cold and stiff 
as is portrayed by some dry book writers. 

If a sister of mercy has labored all day long in nursing the 
sick and alleviating their misery for love of God, and then late at 
night recommends herself to God in prayer; or if a zealous pastor 
on a Sunday has greatly exerted himself hearing confessions, preach- 
ing, giving instructions, visiting the sick, etc., and it is evening and 
he goes out into a quiet grove or to a mountain-side to rest from 
his weary labors—it sometimes happens that these faithful servants 
of the Lord experience moments of indescribable bliss and happi- 
ness in comparison to which all the pleasures of this world are as 
nothing. God, who for a well-spent day can let a drop of His bliss 
fall upon the soul, can also submerge the soul into an ocean of 
eternal bliss for a lifetime faithfully spent for His honor. 

I remember a girl, about fifteen years of age, who had suffered 
from a long and painful illness during which she Had learned to 
walk the way of the cross and where with her whole heart and 
soul she sought and found our dear Lord. Shortly before her 
death she fell into a state of unconsciousness. On coming to her- 
self again, she lamented bitterly that she had been disturbed and 
brought back into this world, for in the state of unconsciousness 
she had beheld such indescribably beautiful things. 

Heaven is not merely something interior; if the damned has 
within himself the worm that dieth not and fire all about him, 
then he who is saved has happiness within, and heaven about him. 
Holy Scripture says regarding the joys of heaven, “Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man 
what things God hath prepared for them that love Him.” 

Once when our Lord showed Himself for a moment in His 
transfiguration on Mount Tabor, His disciples were beside them- 
selves with joy and rapture, and St. Peter exclaimed, “Master, it is 
good for us here; let us make three tabernacles!” And yet this 
was by no means heaven, it was only a ray from heaven. 

Heaven is as much greater and more beautiful, as much dif- 
ferent from this world, as the condition of a happy, vigorous man 
on a beautiful spring day would be from the condition of one who 
all his lifetime had languished in a loathsome dungeon where never 
a ray of light had penetrated. What does such a one know about 
the blue firmament, about the radiant sun and the shining stars? 
What does he know about snow and ice, about the passage of the 
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clouds and the rainbow, about the flashing lightning and the serene 
moonshine? What does he know about fire and water, river and 
sea, dewdrops and gushing fountains? What does he know of 
mountain and valley, of forest and meadow, of the fruit of the vine, 
of the waving fields of grain, of the fish in the brook and the bird in 
the air? What does he know of the brilliant colors of flowers, of 
the splendor of the setting sun and of the majesty of the tempest ? 
St. Augustine therefore says, “The body is a dark veil obscuring 
from the soul the immeasurable goodness of God.” 

The condition in heaven and the joys that are there exper- 
ienced are as much greater and as much more exalted above 
everything we know in this world, as the whole firmament with 
sun, moon and stars, is greater and higher than our earth. Put 
together all honors, pleasures and the greatness of the most power- 
ful princes of this world; select the most beautiful day, the most 
pleasant hours ever experienced by the happiest persons — combine 
all this in one person, and it were but a streak of fog compared to 
the joys of the least of the blessed in heaven, it would vanish like 
a little smoke that is blown from the chimney on a windy day. 
Remember, in heaven God prepares the best, the most beautiful, 
everything possible to His omnipotence, for those who love Him. 
“The sufferings of this time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory to come that shall be revealed to us” (Rom. viii. 18). 


How ‘Infinitely Great Must Not the 
Reward of Heaven Be. 





St. Elizabeth of Schoenau entered the religious state at the 
age of twelve, and from that time forward God sent her a great 
many crosses and trials. Towards the end of her life she once 
said to the Mother of God: “Have pity on me for I am bruised and 
beaten since childhood on account of so much suffering; even now 
I must endure an unbearable martyrdom in my poor, wretched 
body.” 

Mary consolingly replied: “I tell you in truth, if it were possi- 
ble that you were burned to ashes and revived thirty times a day, 
you could not merit a greater grace and glory by suffering thus 
than that which the Lord has in store for you.” Oh! what must 
heaven be! 
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The Fountain of Grace. 





Are You Happy? 


OU have such a great desire to be happy. You strive 
for happiness with every fibre of your heart. But He 
alone, who has implanted in your heart this desire for 
happiness, He alone, your Lord and your God, can 

make you perfectly happy. “Our heart will be restless until it rests 

in God!” (St. Augustine.) Your heart could never attain to peace, 

did it not find its rest in the source of all happiness— in God. On 

the other hand, if God abides in your heart, then you will be made 

happy already in this world by that peace of soul of which Saint 

Anthony of Padua said, “No one of the blessed here on earth 

enjoys such bliss and no one here below is so happy as he who 

constantly has God in his heart.” 

This great happiness you, too, can find, yea, find it easily. Our 
dear Lord in His infinite love, left you before His departure from 
this world a fountain of grace, from which you may daily draw 
happiness for time and eternity. It is His sacred flesh and blood — 
Holy Communion. 
| Ah, it surely is worth your while to draw from this fountain of 
grace, often, very often, yea, daily graces and happiness. 








Protection against Death. 


No medicinal herb has ever grown which preserves from death. 
This is a bitter truth concerning the death of the body, but it were 
far more deplorable if there were no remedy for the death of the 
soul. God alone fully realizes the heinousness of mortal sin which 
causes the death of the soul. Already in this life, mortal sin is a 
source of poison in the human heart, contaminating everything, 
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and preventing true peace and happiness from taking possession 
of the heart. Ifa person dies in this condition, he falls a prey to 
eternal death in hell. The most effectual means against the death 
of the soul and eternal death in hell is Holy Communion, for “It 
preserves us from mortal sin” (Council of Trent). It is the “medi- 
cine of immortality” (St. Ambrose), for thus says the Lord: “This 
is the bread, that if any man eat of it, he may not die” (John vi. 50). 
What profound, blissful happiness does not he possess who 
constantly preserves in himself the life of the soul — the grace of 
sanctification — by frequent, yea, daily Holy Communion! 


Strength of Life. 


Your soul suffers from many wounds. These wounds are your 
venial sins. They do not, it is true, cause death to your soul, but 
they weaken it to such a degree that sometimes on your way of 
virtue and piety, you feel spiritually indisposed, you are overcome 
by a spiritual faintness. 

Such a condition naturally prevents a lively and cheerful jour- 
neying to your heavenly home. And as the wounds of venial sins 
render you less pleasing in the eyes of the Most High, you are not 
capable of fully participating in the happiness of the children of 
God. 

But in the fountain of grace, Holy Communion, our divine 
Savior comes to your assistance in a most loving manner; for Holy 
Communion blots out venial sins, and heals all your wounds. Every 
Holy Communion gives to your soul new strength of life. Saint 
Ambrose therefore says, “Because I commit sin daily, | must have 
a daily remedy for sin.” In like manner should you speak and act. 
Daily seek healing and strength of life in the fountain of grace, 
Holy Communion. Thus will your journeying along the path of 
virtue be gladsome and happy. 


Beauty. 


The desire to be beautiful and to please by beauty is not en- 
tirely unreasonable. God created man that he should once be 
resplendent in unfading beauty, and be an object of complacency 
to all who behold him. This beauty consists in your likeness to 
God, the supreme Beauty, and is acquired by sanctifying grace. 
Already here on earth you should possess this beauty of the likeness 
to God, and should ever preserve and increase it. In the fountain 
of grace, Holy Communion, you will find the best means to do so. 
This Holy Sacrament preserves and increases sanctifying grace; by 
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receiving Holy Communion daily, you will daily increase in beauty 
and become ever more an object of complacency in the eyes of God. 

The consciousness that we daily grow in beauty in the eyes of 
God, a beauty compared with which all beauty of the world is but 
a dark shadow, that we daily bask in the love and complacency of | 
God and daily increase therein, is, indeed, a great, a true happiness. 


Riches. 


To have an abundance of earthly goods and to be happy 
seems to many persons one and the same thing. This, however, is 
not the case. To be rich in graces and merits before God, this 
alone constitutes true happiness here on earth. To possess the 
riches of heaven for all eternity is the consummation of bliss and 
beatitude. You will find both in the fountain of grace, Holy Com- 
munion. Every Holy Communion increases not only sanctifying 
grace, but also ycur supernatural merits and the claim to heavenly 
treasures and eternal happiness. 

If you frequently go to the fountain of grace, Holy Communion, 
you will acquire ever greater merits here on earth and will increase 
your future happiness in heaven. What treasures you might yet 
accumulate to the end of your life! What a happy death, if by 
daily Holy Communion you have daily become richer in merits 
and have daily prepared for yourself a greater, eternal happiness! 


"{eart’s Desire of Your Savior. 


A father cannot desire more ardently that his beloved child be 
preserved from death, and that it enjoy perfect health, that it be- 
come beautiful, rich and happy, than your loving Savior desires 
that you do not die the death of the soul, that you ever grow in 
spiritual beauty and heavenly riches, and that you once enjoy 
everlasting happiness in heaven. It is, therefore, the heart’s desire 
of your Savior that you daily receive His flesh and blood, in order 
daily to protect, to strengthen, spiritually to beautify and to enrich 
yourself in the life of grace, and daily to increase your future glory. 

Daily! For your Savior has not instituted Holy Communion 
in the form of a festal food, but in the form of bread; for bread is 
a daily food. He compared Holy Communion with the manna in 
the desert. The Israelites were obliged to eat daily of the manna 
to keep from starvation. He teaches us to pray: “Give us this day 
our daily bread.” “Our daily bread,” says St. Augustine, “is Holy 
Communion.” 
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The Holy Father’s Ardent Desire. 


“It shall be made known to all,” are the words addressed to 
the Rt. Rev. Bishops, “what an ardent desire the Holy Father has 
that frequent and daily Holy Communion be fostered,” and “that 
the faithful receive Holy Communion frequently, yea, daily.” For 
“this is the shortest way to attain salvation both for the individual 
as well as for society at large.” 

Impelled by this ardent desire to further the salvation of souls 
in richest measure, and to fulfill the heart’s desire of our Savior, 
the Holy Father issued the important decree of December 20, 
1905, on Daily Communion, which shows to you that daily Holy 
Communion concerns you and does not require much of you. 

The following are the principal points of this important decree: 


Means, Not Reward. 


“The desire of Jesus Christ and of the Church,” says the 
papal decree, “that all the faithful should daily approach the 
Sacred Banquet is directed chiefly to this end, that the faithful 
being united to God by means of this Sacrament, may thence de- 
rive strength to resist their sensual passions, to cleanse themselves 
from the stains of daily faults, and to avoid those graver sins to 
which human frailty is liable. The primary purpose of the Sacra- 
ment is not that it may serve as a reward of virtue bestowed on 
the recipients. Hence the holy Council of Trent calls the Eucharist 
‘the antidote whereby we are delivered from daily faults and pre- 
served from deadly sins.’ ” 

Daily Holy Communion is accordingly not a privilege of 
individuals, of especially devout persons, not a reward for virtue 
and piety, but the means for all to remain free from sin and to 
become good and virtuous. 

You, too, may then daily approach the holy table. 


The Two Conditions. 


Since Holy Communion is the means of preserving one’s self 
from mortal sins and to expiate the daily occurring venial sins, it 
cannot be expected from daily communicants that they be saints 
already; and there cannot be more required as a necessary condi- 
tion for daily Holy Communion than for receiving but seldom, for 
which but two things are required, namely, the state of grace and 
the right intention. The Holy Father says therefore expressly in 
his decree: 
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“Frequent and daily Communion, as a thing most earnestly 
desired by Christ, our Lord, and by the Catholic Church, should 
be open to all the faithful of whatever rank and condition of life; 
so that no one who is in the state of grace, and who approaches 
the holy table with a right and devout intention, can lawfully be 
hindered therefrom.” As long as you are free from mortal sin and 
are guided by a right intention, you may daily approach the holy 
table, for then you are worthy. 

How easy is not the way to the fountain of grace! 


No Obstacle. 


The preceding is sufficient to show that venial sins can be no 
obstacle for receiving Holy Communion daily. But the papal 
decree lays particular stress on this important point by declaring: 

“Although it is more expedient that those who communicate 
frequently or daily should be free from venial sins, especially from 
such as are fully deliberate, and from any affection thereto, never- 
theless, it is sufficient that they be free from mortal sin, with the 
purpose of never sinning mortally in future; and if they have this 
sincere purpose, it is impossible but that daily communicants 
should gradually emancipate themselves from even venial sins, 
and from all affection thereto.” 

Do not fear if since your last confession you have again com- 
mitted venial sins, but heed the words of St. Augustine, who says, 
“Holy Communion is the daily remedy which we should not omit 
using on account of venial sins.” 


The Right Intention. 


The papal decree requires of daily communicants a right and 
devout intention. The decree explains the required intention as 
follows : 

“A right intention consists in this: that he who approaches 
the holy table should do so, not out of routine, or vainglory, or 
human respect, but for the purpose of pleasing God, of being more 
closely united with Him by charity, and of seeking this divine 
remedy for his weaknesses and defects.” 

Do not go to Holy Communion merely from custom, that is, 
superficially and carelessly, without higher motives; nor from 
vanity or temporal advantage. But if you have even one of the 
above mentioned supernatural motives, be it for love of our divine 
Savior, or to become more pleasing to God, or to be more securely 
preserved from mortal sin, or to free yourself gradually from venial 
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sin, then you may receive Holy Communion daily because you 
have a right intention. 
Greater Fruit. 

“But whereas the sacraments of the New Law though they take 
effect ex opere operato, that is, through their own efficacy, never- 
theless produce a greater effect in proportion as the dispositions 
of the recipient are better,” says the decree, “therefore, care is to 
be taken that Holy Communion be preceded by serious prepara- 
tion, and followed by a suitable thanksgiving, according to each 
one’s strength, circumstances and duties.” 

Endeavor, therefore, always to participate in richest measure 
in the fruits of this Most Holy Sacrament by making a good prep- 
aration and thanksgiving. Long prayers, however, are not neces- 
sary for this. Let your preparation and thanksgiving be zealous, 
then it will be well made. “In case you have but little time for 
preparation and thanksgiving, do not on that account omit Holy 
Communion” (St. Alphonsus). Strive during the day to avoid 
deliberate venial sins, and faithfully perform all your duties; this 
is the best thanksgiving and preparation; for this you always have 
time. 

Remember This. 

You ought to receive Holy Communion frequently, yea, daily, 
in order to ever better and more securely to preserve yourself from 
mortal sin and the death of the soul. 

You ought to receive Holy Communion frequently, yea, daily, 
in order again and again to blot out in yourself your venial sins 
and gradually to free yourself therefrom. 

You ought to receive Holy Communion frequently, yea, daily, 
in order to acquire ever more strength for the practice of virtue 
and piety and the faithful performance of your duties. 

You ought to receive Holy Communion frequently, yea, daily, 
in order to increase ever more in grace, beauty of soul, resemblance 
to God, in His love and divine complacency. 

You ought to receive Holy Communion frequently, yea, daily, 
in order to insure for yourself an ever greater claim for life eternal, 
and thus to acquire a greater degree of the future joys of heaven. 

You ought to receive Holy Communion frequently, yea, daily, 
for this is the heart’s desire of your Savior, who loves you and 
desires only your welfare. 

You ought to receive Holy Communion frequently, yea, daily, 
for it is the ardent desire of the Holy Father who knows what is 
best for you. 
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You May 


communicate daily; for Holy Communion is not a reward of virtue 
for pious souls, but the means to become pious; it is therefore 
precisely for you. 

You may communicate daily, 1. as long as you are free from 
mortal sin, and 2. have a right intention. 

You may communicate daily even if you are not always free 
from venial sin; for this perfection you are to obtain just through 
daily Holy Communion. 

You may communicate daily without first confessing your 
venial sins; for venial sins are no obstacle to daily, worthy Com- 
munion. 

You may communicate daily even though your duties leave 
you little time for preparation and thanksgiving, if you but per- 
form them with zeal. 

Communicate therefore frequently, yea, daily, if possible, and 
daily Communion will be for you the fountain of all grace and 
happiness in this world and in the world to come. 

The foregoing article, “The Fountain of Grace,” together 
with other instructive articles can be had in small book form. Two 
copies 5 cents; 100 copies, $2.00. 


Instructive and Edifying Booklets 
Concerning Important Matters of Salvation. 





Conformity to the Will of God, 5 cents. 100 copies, $3.00 

Magnificence of the Love of God, 5 certs. 100 copies, $3.00 

Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus, per copy 5 cents. 
100 copies, $3.00. German edition in press. 

Communicate Frequently and Devoutly, per copy 5 cents. 
100 copies, $2.50 

Assist the Souls in Purgatory, 5 cents. 100 copies $2.50 

True Veneration of the Sacred Heart, 3 copies for 1o cents. 
100 copies, $2.50 

The Fountain of Grace, 2 for 5 cents; 100 copies, $2.00 

Devotion to the Precious Blood, 2 for 5 cents. 1oocopies, $2.00 

Message of the Sacred Heart, 2 for 5 cents. 100 copies, $2.00 

Holy Water in the Christian Home, 2 copies for 5 cents. 
100 copies, $2.00 

‘“‘TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY,’’ CLYDE, MO. 
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The Holy Eucharist and the Suffering Souls. 





“77 N the Most Blessed Sacrament Jesus Christ is really and 
substantially present with Godhead and manhood, the 
Ni same as He reigns in heaven at the right hand of the 
Father. But Jesus Christ is also the head of the Church. 
The Church being His body, is, therefore, inseparably united to 
Him. The one Church of Christ is composed, according to the 
State in which her members are placed, of the Church militant, 
where her members must fight against the enemies of their souls; 
the Church suffering, where they must suffer and expiate; the 
Church triumphant, where they are enjoying their victory. This 
one Church in its three different states and conditions is intimately 
united with its head, Jesus Christ, who is present in the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

If we desire to practice devotion to all the saints, or to some 
of them in particular, let us go to the Blessed Sacrament, to the 
crown and head of all saints, for there they are near and we can 
invoke these glorified members of Christ’s body in a most effectual 
manner. Especially when praying for the poor souls in purgatory, 
should we appear before the Blessed Sacrament, for the poor souls 
are likewise members of this same body of our Lord, the Church. 
There they are so near, and surround the Blessed Sacrament 
especially during holy Mass. 

They cannot appropriate to themselves, however, the efficacy 
of the blood of Christ, but we can do so. Here we possess the 
sublime power and dignity of being dispensers of the merits of 
Jesus in behalf of the suffering souls; we can take of His merits 
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and through the hands of Mary apply them to the poor souls. Ah, 
how they hunger and thirst for this fountain of grace, for the sacri- 
fice of the Mass, for Holy Communion. How they hover about 
this ocean of grace in the Church, and alas! how few of the faithful 
at large attend Mass on week days or receive Holy Communion, 
in order to draw from this ocean refreshment and consolation for 
the poor souls. 

Consider, dear reader, that your departed relations and friends 
ardently long for the moment when the sacrifice of the Mass will 
begin and when you assist thereat. How they rejoice when you 
come and distribute to them the spiritual alms of the blood of Jesus 
during Mass. When you go to Mass, especially during the month 
of November, take with you all who are resting in God’s acre. 
Hear Mass in their stead and sprinkle them with the precious 
blood, which you, too, with the priest, can offer to the Heavenly 
Father, and distribute to the suffering souls. 


Do Not Forget the Beggars. 

When you receive Holy Communion, when your divine Lord, 
the Head of the poor souls, gives you His body and blood, then 
you are superabundantly rich, — oh, then, do not forget the numer- 
ous beggars of purgatory who are surrounding you, and lovingly 
distribute to them what you have received in love. In spirit and 
in faith cast a look of mercy and of love on each of the well-known 
souls who surround you, and impart also to them something of 
your Holy Communion. This work of mercy for the poor souls is, 
indeed, a God-pleasing, a fruitful thanksgiving after Communion. 

All the souls who are suffering in purgatory are God’s favorites. 
Our Savior longs for their release and would so gladly take them 
to heaven if but some one would pay the debt which they still owe 
to Divine Justice. Will you not pay it for them? If you release a 
soul from purgatory, our Lord will consider it as though you had 
released Himself, for He says: “I was in prison, and you came to 
Me; as long as you did it to one of these My least brethren you did 
it to Me” (Matt. xxv. 36, 40). 

In Holy Communion you have, therefore, an excellent means 
to release these prisoners. If you say: O Lord, accept my Holy 
Communion and all the virtues I have practiced in connection 
therewith, my humiliation at confession, my silence, my faith, hope 
and love, my ardent desire to receive Thee, my early rising, the 
conquering of human respect, take all this, for this or that soul, 
especially for the one whom the Blessed Virgin desires to have 
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released,” — believe me, such a generous offering will descend like 
a refreshing dew into the arid land of purgatory! You have done 
a great and good work, and the more frequently you repeat it, the 
more certain do you work out your own salvation. 

A pious couple of Bavaria once mutually expressed their in- 
tention to receive and offer Holy Communion the next Sunday for 
the poor souls. While they were thus conversing together about 
this charitable act, there was a knock at the door and a mournful 
voice said, “Give me acrumb too.” It was a poor soul who begged 
to be remembered also with a little of the Bread of heaven. 

The venerable Mary Anna Lindmayr, a religious of a Carmelite 
convent in Munich, was one of those privileged souls who was per- 
mitted to communicate a great deal with the souls in purgatory. 
She offered her whole life to God in works of penance for their 
release. She saw souls in purgatory who opened their mouths 
wide before her as though starving, and complaining at the same 
time that she had forgotten them. The servant of God remarked 
that these souls crave especially for the sacrifice of the Mass and 
Holy Communion. This was manifested by their hunger. Christ 
said to her at Holy Communion: You do well to pray for these 
holy souls. 

You, too, dear reader, will do an act of charity very pleasing 
to God, if you send nourishment to your parents, grandparents, 
relatives and friends who are hungry in the world beyond, and this 
you can do by frequently receiving Holy Communion for them 
with ardent devotion. 


A Perpetual Adoration for the Consolation 
of the Poor Souls. 


Mindful of the words of St. Augustine, that there is no occu- 
pation more holy and excellent than to pray for the dead, the 
Perpetual Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament was estab- 
lished, with ecclesiastical approbation, at the Benedictine Convent, 
Clyde, Missouri. 

It is a well known fact, that in these progressive times of ours, 
and especially in our own exceedingly busy United States, prayer 
is comparatively neglected, and yet, it is an indispensable means 
for attaining salvation. Prayer is absolutely necessary for the just 
that he may live and increase in sanctity. Prayer is absolutely 
necessary for the sinner, that he may obtain the grace of conver- 
sion. Prayer procures for us the grace to battle against temptation. 
Prayer obtains for us the grace of every virtue. Prayer enlightens 
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our understanding, inflames our heart, draws God’s blessing upon 
our work. Prayer brings aid in every need, gives consolation in 
sorrow, averts temporal evil. 
In our days, then, prayer is also needed; the Perpetual Adora- 
tion is, therefore, a welcome help, opportunely destined by Divine 
Providence for the consolation and aid of many living and dead. 
For more than thirty years the Pepetual Adoration has existed | 
here in Clyde. 
The Benedictine Sisters pray day and night before the Most 
Blessed Sacrament, for the departed souls that have been recom- 
mended to their prayers. 
All the Sisters receive and offer daily Holy Commnnion for 
these souls. 
Every week throughout the year one holy Mass is said for the 
repose of those same suffering souls, and many thousand holy 
Masses are heard by the Sisters in this intention. 
The entire Community, numbering more than 120 Sisters 
daily offer their good works for the consolation and release of 
these departed souls. 
The living, also, can be enrolled and share in all the holy 
Masses, Communions, prayers, and good works here-before men- 
tioned, that they may thereby obtain the grace of final perseverance, 
of worthily receiving the last sacraments, and of dying a happy 
death, certainly the greatest spiritual gift that can be desired. 
To be admitted it is required that the name be registered and 
an alms be given for the maintenance of the house of God. The 
alms is usually fifty cents. 
Thus every one may secure for himself the benefits of perpet- 
ual prayers of a numerous community of Sisters, who have conse- 
crated themselves to the unceasing adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. For many it will be a source of great consolation, to 
know, that unceasing prayer rises to the throne of God for their 
departed parents or children, for their friends or relations; to know 
that souls consecrated to God pray for the most important of all | 
graces: to die in the friendship of God. 


REMARK.—Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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The Poor Souls in Purgatory. 


According to Anna Catherine Emmerich. 





tant and suffering. She had special communications 
with the poor souls, and gave most touching instruc- 
tions regarding them. At every return of the feasts of All Saints 
and All Souls, she bitterly lamented the indifference of men towards 
the poor souls. She especially deplored the fact that many persons 
suppose these holy souls no longer stand in need of help when in 
reality they do. She often expressed herself thus: 

“It is sad that so little is being done for the poor souls. Yet 
their misery is so great; they can do nothing for themselves. But 
if any one prays for them, suffers something for them, or gives an 
alms in their behalf, they instantly experience the benefit thereof. 
They are then as glad and happy as a person who is dying of 
thirst would be, if a refreshing drink were offered him.” 

Whenever she noticed that her words impressed the Pilgrim, 
she would call his attention to the powerful aid and consolation 
that the suffering souls derive from those meritorious works that 
are offered for them in a pure intention, such as, the earnest prac- 
tice of self-denial, mortification of the will, the conquering of evil 
inclinations and affections, acts of patience, meekness, profound 
humility, sincere forgiveness, etc. 

“Alas,” she was wont to say, “the poor souls have to suffer so 
much on account of their negligence, their ease in the practice of 
piety, their lack in zeal for the honor of God and the salvation of 
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their neighbor. How can they be aided except by the charity 
which makes satisfaction, and offers up for them the acts of virtue 
which they especially neglected during life? The saints in heaven 
can no longer make satisfaction and do penance for them; they 
await this from the Church militant. And how the suffering souls 
long for it! They know that a good thought, an earnest desire 
entertained for them by one of the living, is not without effect; and 
yet how few persons think of them or concern themselves about 
them! A priest who prays his office devoutly with the intention to 
atone for the negligences which the poor souls must expiate, can 
afford them an incredible degree of consolation. Yea, the power 
of the priest’s blessing penetrates into purgatory and like heavenly 
dew refreshes the souls to whom it is being sent with a firm faith. 
If any one could see all this as I do, certainly he would do his utmost 
to assist them. 

She felt the most compassion for those souls who on account 
of natural gifts and qualities were unduly praised by their surviving 
friends and relatives, or of whom the survivors, on account of an 
effeminate and exaggerated love, could not bear the thought that 
they still were detained in the purifying flames of purgatory. These 
souls she considered as the most deplorable and neglected. 

“Exaggerated praise,” she often said, “I always consider as 
robbery of him on whom the undeserved praise is bestowed.” 

The servant of God says further: “God has granted me the 
grace to deliver many souls from purgatory by prayer and atoning 
sufferings. Often I beheld them ascend to heaven before my very 
eyes in inexpressible happiness. Oh, what gratitude the poor souls 
have shown me! Would that all men could participate in my joy! 
What a superfluity of grace there is on earth! But how they are 
ignored and wasted, while the suffering souls long and sigh for 
them so intensely! They languish for aid and redemption. What- 
ever we do for them gives them unspeakable happiness. — The 
most abandoned I saw were those poor souls who have no one to 
remember and pray for them, and there are so many of our faith 
who do not practice prayer. For these forgotten souls I always 
pray the most. 

“The poor souls obtain no aid directly from heaven; whatever 
they receive is from the earth and from living persons who offer to 
the Eternal Judge prayers and good works, mortifications and acts 
of self-denial and especially the holy sacrifice of the Mass for the 
expiation of their guilt— The greater number of the souls who 
are in purgatory, are there on account of the carelessness with 
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which they committed so-called little sins and which prompted 
them to neglect little acts of kindness, charity and self-denial. The 
relation of the poor souls with this world is so intimate, that they 
already derive great alleviation if any one desires and longs to 
give them aid. 

“I have seen Protestants in purgatory who were pious in their 
ignorance. They are greatly abandoned because they are deprived 
of prayer; they have no one on earth praying for them and no holy 
Masses are offered for them. Whenever souls are released from 
purgatory, those who still remain, experience inexpressible joy. 
Once | thought, as the poor souls are certain of heaven, and 
sinners on earth are in danger of being lost, I would pray more for 
the latter. Thereupon, St. Ignatius appeared to me. Near him 
on one side was a haughty man in good health, who enjoyed full 
liberty; on the other side there was a man who had sunk into the 
mire up to his neck, and was screaming for help and unable to do 
anything for himself. He could only extend the fingers of one 
hand a little. The latter was a deceased priest whom I did not 
know. St. Ignatius then asked me: “For whom are you going to 
obtain relief, for the proud sinner who can do penance if he will, 
or for this poor man who is entirely helpless? I shuddered and 
wept bitterly. Thereupon I prayed with great fervor for the poor 
souls.” 

Dear reader, at least during this month of November, pray most 
fervently for the souls in purgatory especially for your relatives 
and for those who are entirely abandoned. Gain many indul- 
gences, assist at holy Mass and offer Holy Communion for them. 
Furthermore, propagate publications for the poor souls in order to 
encourage others to acts of charity in their behalf; by so doing you 
will carry on an apostolate in purgatory. * 


An Act of Mercy. 





Man’s earthly pilgrimage comes to an end with the hour of 
death, and eternity begins. At the threshold stands the Judge and 
the irrevocable sentence is pronounced. Until that time the sinner 
can be converted, the just can become Still more just; after that it 
is too late. How solemn is this moment upon which everything 


* We recommend for extensive circulation our little booklet, “Assist the 
Souls in Purgatory.” Price per copy 5 cents; 100 copies $2.50. 
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depends! About 100,000 persons die every day. There are more 
deaths than seconds every hour; in one minute about seventy souls 
appear before their Judge Jesus Christ. Like the ticking of a clock, 
these souls follow one another to be judged. What can be done 
for these 100,000 who die daily? Ah, pray for them. For some 
but a moment of grace is required for their conversion. Pray, 
therefore, before all for yourself for a happy hour of death, pray in 
this intention for your relatives, and lastly pray an Our Father every 
morning and evening for those who are to die that day or that | 
night. This daily prayer for the dying is a fruitful apostolate, | 
a great act of charity “for in what measure you shall mete, it shall | 





be measured to you again” (Mark iv. 24). 


The Servant of God, Mother Mary Clara. 










EN. Mother Mary Clara, O. S. D., a saintly religious of 
ly Limpertsberg, Luxemberg, who died but a few years 
h]) ago, may justly be called the great friend of the poor 
<i souls, and a zealous meadiatrix in their behalf. “One 
day,” she writes, “while I was in another person’s house, all at 
once, I noticed in a corner of the room a person whom | had 
known, and who had died there five years before. She begged me 
most earnestly to obtain for her from God a change from her 
place of exile, as her sufferings there were so intense and ignomin- 
ious that she could in no way describe them. She also told me 
why she was doomed to suffer her purgatory just in this place. It 
was on account of a single sin she had once committed here, but 
which was followed by serious consequences, wherefore she had 
already suffered five years in this place the most awful torments, 
without the least alleviation. 

“She implored me to beseech the all-merciful God, to permit 
her to expiate her remaining punishment in purgatory, as it was a 
greater torture and more ignominious for her to suffer here, while 
in purgatory the presence, the encouragement and example of the 
other holy souls would give her consolation. 


My Good Angel Told Me to Kneel Down. 


“I now tried to think by what means I might the more speedily 
aid her, and turned to my angel guardian, asking him to intercede 
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with the Divine Heart of Jesus and obtain relief for this poor 
suffering soul. My good angel told me to kneel down, which I 
did. He knelt down likewise. Then he told me to join him in 
making five offerings of the precious blood which flowed from the 
five wounds of our dear Savior when He was nailed to the cross. 
Scarcely had we made these offerings to the Heavenly Father, 
when the poor, abandoned soul obtained relief. 

“Her angel guardian appeared, carrying in his hand a beauti- 
ful vessel in which were five drops of the precious blood, from 
each wound one drop. He poured them over the head of the 
suffering soul, whereupon her pains were greatly alleviated and 
her features assumed a peaceful expression. The soul was very 
grateful and promised to remember me before the throne of God. 
Her holy angel led her away from this place and conducted her 
to purgatory to join the company of the other holy souls, where 
later on I met her again. 


At the Church Door. 


“Frequently it happens, that the deceased do not expiate their 
guilt in the actual place of purgation. Often I meet poor souls, 
who wander about like poor, abandoned sheep; others stand at 
the church door and implore the passers-by for help and mercy. 
But they are not permitted to enter, unless a person still living, has 
obtained this permission for them from our Savior in the Holy 
Eucharist. But, alas, how seldom is this the case, and how few 
persons know from higher enlightenment that there are any poor 
souls at the church door. These souls are usually such who 
during life were too negligent to enter the church where the holy 
sacrifice of the Mass was being offered, or who contented them- 
selves to hear Mass on Sundays standing at the door, or passed 
their time outside talking and laughing. Oh, with what devotion 
and admirable reverence would they assist at Mass in their present 
condition, were it possible for them to do so, and how they would 
make amends for all they had incurred by their negligence while 
on earth! 

“At the judgment, when they beheld the divine countenance 
of their Judge, these souls had infused into them so sublime a 
knowledge of the value and benefit of the sacrifice of the Mass, 
that they would give anything to be able to assist thereat but once 
again. However, they are as helpless in this case as in every other 
respect, and must entirely abandon themselves to their fate. In 
as far as I have insight into the condition of the poor souls, there 











An Earnest Meditation. 
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is not a single case in which they can in the least alleviate their 
terrible sufferings or shorten their time of punishment. 

“I was not always successful in obtaining relief for all the 
souls that I met at the church door, but only for those who were 
nearest their redemption, and for those who had sinned with regard 
to assisting at holy Mass more from human frailty than from habit 
or wickedness. 

“Their relief consisted in this, that through the love of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, truly present in the tabernacle, the mercy 
of God permitted them to enter the house of God, there to enjoy 
the fullness of His consolation and sweetness. I visibly perceived 
how the divine blessing was poured out upon these suffering souls 
in richest measure. Before, they were truly a picture of woe, now 
they are suddenly changed. All traces of suffering disappeared 
and a heavenly charm and loveliness overspread their features. 
The nearer these souls were permitted to approach our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament, the brighter was their happy state reflected on 
their countenances; yea, many were so transfigured that their 
redemption seemed imminent. These souls no longer felt the 
sufferings of purgatory, and with boundless longing awaited the 
moment when the Lord would conduct them into the glory of His 
Father, and permit them to behold His divine countenance forever 
and ever. 

“Upon many poor souls the means of grace take no effect for 
a long time. It would seem that they were of iron and steel 
through which the precious blood could not penetrate. God wills 
this for their punishment, because during life they depreciated the 
means of grace, and used them but seldom, and then often in a 
habitual manner. 


Not All Souls Endure Torments of the Senses. 


“Not all souls, however, must endure torments of the senses. 
For many, the sufferings in purgatory consist exclusively in the 
pain which the soul endures by being deprived of the vision of God. 
The nearer they come to their redemption, the more intense and 
painful becomes their love and ardent longing to behold God. 
This pain and love finally increases to such a degree that it would 
cause them to die instantly, were there still a possibility of death 
for them. 

“Among these poor souls are many who in this world led a 
simple, pious, humble life, and who by patiently bearing their 
sufferings, have already in this world undergone their purgatory. 
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Usually they are not long deprived of the vision of God. Of this 
class of souls, | have not met any who have been detained in 
purgatory more than two years. According to the information 
they gave me, the majority of them are debarred from supreme 
happiness not more than two months after death; some only a few 
hours. Nor were all condemned to the actual place of purgatory; 
a number of them had to remain on the spot where they died 
until the Lord found them worthy to enter into His glory.” 


Dominican Order and Jesuit Order. 


The Ven. Mother Clara had the special vocation to pray and 
suffer incessantly for the sanctification of priests and religious. 
Our Lord, therefore, granted to the poor souls who had lived in 
the religious life, especially those of the Dominican and Jesuit 
Orders, to have recourse frequently to this charitable mediatrix of 
the poor souls. 

“In my communications with the souls of priests,” she says, “I 
find that they usually must endure a longer and severer purgatory 
than those who had belonged to the secular state, because they 
had received more graces and inspirations than ordinary Christians. 
Moreover, it is frequently the case that in addition to their personal 
guilt, they must also expiate the sins that were committed here on 
earth on account of their forgetfulness of duty, or other negligence. 
I have frequently found that priests had to endure a long and 
dreadful purgatory precisely on account of the sins of others. 

“I have observed regularly that spiritual superiors, from the 
highest to the lowest administrators of the mysteries of the Church, 
were punished in purgatory the longest and the most severely. I 
asked our Divine Savior the reason of this. He replied that it was on 
account of the importance and sacredness of the office with which 
God had invested them. ‘The priesthood,’ said our Lord, ‘is subject 
to the greatest responsibility in its administration. The priest 
must not only give strict account of the administration of My sacred 
mysteries and of personal sanctity, but also of the souls that had 
been entrusted to his guidance. Woe to those who perform their 
office negligently in My Church! I shall demand of them the 
immortal souls that | purchased so dearly with My blood. What 
will become of them, if My representatives neglect to lead them to 
Me? A twofold, and terrible fire awaits them in purgatory. An- 
other reason why their sufferings will be so much longer and more 
intense than that of other souls, is, because their sublime state is 
connected with far greater graces and inspirations.’ ” 
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Prince, Peasant and Purgatory. 
CERTAIN Polish prince was so annoyed at the 
thought of the immortality of the soul and a life 

$4: } hereafter, that he determined to write a treatise prov- 
As ¢) ing the contrary. The manuscript was lying ready to 
print, onhis desk. He then took a walk out into the park. There he 
met a poor woman who threw herself weeping at his feet and said, 
“My husband died not long ago, and, no doubt, his soul is still in 
purgatory. Oh, how he must suffer there! And I cannot help 
him! I am so poor that I am not even able to have a Mass said 
for him. Noble prince, I beg of you to aid me!” 

The woman was so overcome by grief, that she could scarcely 
present her petition. The prince was moved to compassion. His 
infidelity rejected the thought of a purgatory and a future life of 
the soul, and inwardly he condemned the woman’s “superstition.” 
Nevertheless, he could not bring himself to send her away without 
any comfort. His sympathy was stronger than his infidelity and 
ill humor. He therefore handed the woman a gold piece as an 
alms. 

The poor woman was overjoyed. She immediately went to 
the nearest church and asked a priest to offer up the holy sacrifice 
of the Mass for the soul of her departed husband. 

Three days had passed. The prince no longer thought of the 
occurrence. Towards evening he went to his room and took from 
his desk the manuscript he had prepared in order to read it over 
once more and to make any necessary corrections. 

Suddenly he was startled by a slight noise near him. The 
door had been locked and the guards were not allowed to let any 
one pass without previous announcement. To his great surprise he 
saw a man, dressed in the garb of a peasant of that locality, 
Standing but a few steps from him. 

Greatly annoyed at this intrusion into his private apartment, 
the prince quickly arose and was about to give vent to his anger. 
But what was his amazement to find that the stranger had suddenly 
disappeared. He rang for his servants. They appeared without 
delay. “Why do you permit people to enter my room without 
first asking me?” he said excitedly. 

“What people?” they asked astonished. 

“Why, that man, that peasant who just now left my room!” 


The servants looked at one another in still greater astonish- 
ment. 
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“My Lord,” they unanimously declared, “we were at our post, 
but we neither let any one enter your apartments nor did we see 
any one leave. Not a single stranger was about the palace this 
day.” 

The prince soon realized that his words were useless, and that 
no one would plead guilty. He, therefore, decided that the most 
prudent course would be to await a seasonable opportunity for 
discovering the mystery, and turning away ill-humordly he contin- 
ued his work. 

The next evening he again sat at his desk, occupied as usual. 
It never occurred to him that anything extraordinary might have 
happened. All at once he heard the noise again, and at the same 
time as on the night before. He turned round and again saw the 
man before him, who on the previous day had come into his pres- 
ence unsummoned. 

“This time you will not escape,” thought the prince as he 
sprang up to seize him. But the peasant was too quick and had 
sped out of sight before the prince could grasp him. All inquiries 
as to how he had come into the palace and again escaped from 
the room were fruitless. 

By this time the matter seemed rather mysterious to the prince. 
At any rate, he was determined that in case the man should appear 
a third time, he should infallibly be captured. The servants were 
Stationed on guard at every door and passage and were ready to 
respond to the slightest sign given by their master. 

The third evening at the same hour, behold, the man stood 
on the same spot as before. Scarcely had the prince turned his 
head when the stranger began to speak. 

“Prince,” he said, “I came to thank you. I am the husband 
of the woman who a few days ago begged you for an alms that 
she might have a Mass said for the repose of my soul. Your 
charitable act was so pleasing to God that He permitted me to 
come and thank you and to assure you that there is another life, 
and that the soul is immortal. Now it rests with you to avail your- 
self of this favor and information for your salvation.” 

Having said these words he vanished. But this time the prince 
inquired neither as to his manner of coming nor going. The oc- 
currence effected him so powerfully, that he thought to himself: 
“There is, then, a God after all; there is an eternal life; the soul 
is immortal as Christianity has ever taught and as is continually 
reechoed in the inmost of my heart!” After this serious reflection 
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his antagonistic and irreligious treatise was torn up and consigned 
to the flames. 

What is here related is founded on information given by the 
celebrated French Dominican and orator, P. Lacordaire, at a con- 
ference in the college at Soreze some fifty years ago. 


A Boy in Purgatory 
for Saying His Night Prayer without Devotion. 





OME years ago, in Turin, death robbed a mother of her son 
S eight years of age. As he had been so young, and at the same 
time pious and obedient, it did not occur to the mother to pray 
for him. One evening while busy, she distinctly heard in the room, 
the well-known voice of her child, saying his evening prayer, just 
as it was given in the catechism of the diocese. The next evening 
the same thing happened at about the same time. The woman 
related the incident to her pastor. The latter, however, considered 
the affair as a mere fancy of her imagination, and told her to re- 
quest a number of other persons to visit her that evening, and see 
if they, too, would hear it. She did so, and all heard the prayer 
again. 

The following evening the priest visited the house, and he also 
heard the prayer. He then asked in God’s name who was praying. 
The answer was: “I am Aloys who died a month ago. I am suffer- 
ing dreadfully in purgatory because I said my night prayer without 
devotion, although mother often reminded me to pray it well. In 
expiation of the punishment I have on this account deserved, God 
permits me to say my night prayer here in the same place with 
devotion.” 

It was agreed upon to have Masses said for the child’s soul. 
For a few days the prayer was still heard, and after that it ceased. 
This goes to show that prayers should be said also for children 
who die after having attained the use of reason. But it is likewise 
a lesson for children to say their morning and evening prayers de- 
voutly. In general we should not easily yield to the deception, 
that our departed friends go to heaven so soon after death. 














History of the Great Indulgence for the 
Hour of Death. 





knew their history and what difficulties often had to 
be surmounted to obtain them from the Church. One 
of the most precious of plenary indulgences is the in- 
dulgence for the hour of death. By a decree of the Congregation 
of Indulgences of March 9, 1904, the Holy Father, Pius X., granted 
to all the faithful a plenary indulgence for the hour of death, if but 
once in their lifetime, on any day of choice, after having received 
the sacraments of penance and the Holy Eucharist, they recite de- 
voutly and with true love of God, the following prayer: 

“‘My Lord and my God, even now I most willingly and cheer- 
fully accept whatever form of death Thou wilt be pleased to send 
me, with all its anguish, sorrow and pain.” 


> (j y ORE highly would we prize indulgenced prayers if we 


, 





This prayer is not new. It was composed already in the mid- 
dle of the last century by an Italian priest, Joseph Cafasso. Father 
Cafasso was rector of the Consolata, one of the most distinguished 
churches of Turin, and of the college connected with this church. 
Aside from this, his duty was to assist in their last hour criminals, 
who had been sentenced to death. He performed this difficult task 
in fulfillment of a magnanimous vow. God rewarded his zeal by 
giving him the consolation to see none of these unfortunates die 
without having first become reconciled to God. This pious priest 
often brought about in the hardened hearts of the criminals, such 
lively sorrow for their sins and so firm a confidence in the divine 
mercy, that they almost rejoiced to mount the gallows. He would 
explain to them that by accepting death with submission to the will 
of God, they could perform one of the greatest and most meritorious 
acts of our religion. Even though the world would look upon them 
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as unfortunate criminals, nevertheless, before God they would be 
the most fortunate of mankind, providing they had these sentiments 
of perfect resignation to the will of God; for God looks not at the 
exterior but at the heart. 

He was so thoroughly convinced of the truth of this thought 
that often he returned from the place of execution full of gratitude 
towards Divine Providence. Sometimes he would exclaim joyfully, 
“Now there is one more soul in heaven who is already praying for 
us; such convicts are no longer in need of purgatory.” He would 
then add, “Why should the rest of us be obliged to go to purga- 
tory?” and he kept thinking and studying in what manner he 
might save ordinary Christians from its purifying flames. 


Only for a Limited Number. 


At last he found the way. He knew from the writings of St. 
Alphonsus in which he gives instructions to directors of souls, that 
the most acceptable penance and the greatest and most perfect 
sacrifice in the eyes of God is to accept death willingly in atone- 
ment for the sins one has committed and in order to fulfill the will 
of God. After due consideration he, therefore, resolved to petition 
the Holy Father to grant a plenary indulgence for the hour of death 
in favor of all the faithful who made the above mentioned act 
which he had taught to his prisoners. The venerable servant of 
God, Don Bosco, undertook to present this petition to the Pope 
on April 9, 1858. Pius IX. granted the desired request, but only 
for a limited number of persons. Among these were designated 
the priests of the college of St. Francis at Turin. 

On the 19th of that month, Cafasso imparted the joyful news 
to his prisoners, and explained to them the advantages of this in- 
dulgence. He remarked that some theologians had not been in 
favor of this indulgence being granted, but this need not trouble 
them. The favor had been granted by the Vicar of Christ who 
possessed unlimited power for granting it. He furthermore ad- 
monished them to prize this indulgence highly in order to have the 
happiness to gain it. 

Later on the concession was somewhat extended, and extended 
to several other persons within the limits designated by the Holy 
Father. But finally at the death of the last of these privileged per- 
sons, the indulgence discontinued. Very likely it would have come 
to be forgotten entirely after Cafasso’s death, had not another ex- 
cellent priest of the diocese of Turin become interested in the 
matter. This good priest resolved to spare neither pains nor sac- 





es on 
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rifices until this most beneficial indulgence had become the common 
possession of all Christians. At first his efforts were very discour- 
aging. For when he presented his petition to Rome, the reply 
was, he should not think of it anymore. For the time being he 
had no choice but to remain silent, nevertheless, he hoped against 
hope for the future. 

Forty Years Passed. 


Forty years passed during which he several times took up his 
cherished plan anew. The matter was given into the hands of in- 
fluential men, but once the papers were lost, another time individ- 
uals among them died at the very time when the matter was being 
deliberated upon. Besides, the petition composed by Father Cafasso 
could not be found anymore. Finally, when the petition was 
brought before the Congregation of Indulgences it was rejected 
four times, or at least postponed for an indefinite time. 

A man less zealous would by this time have lost courage and 
have abandoned himself to his fate. This priest, however, contin- 
ued to pray and to hope, and asked others to pray. Meantime 
Pius X. ascended the papal throne. For the fifth time he presented 
his petition, and this last attempt, as we know, was crowned with 
success. In explanation of this indulgence we add the following: 

1. In virtue of this indulgence, it has been made easy for all 
the faithful to secure for themselves already during the days of 
health, a plenary indulgence for the hour of death. Great difficul- 
ties are connected with the ordinary indulgence for the dying, at 
least at times, as the dying person is often so weak as scarcely to 
be able to pronounce the holy names. Moreover, no one knows 
whether or not he will be overtaken by a sudden death. 

2. The conditions for gaining the indulgence can be complied 
with on any day of choice, but the indulgence itself cannot be 
gained until the moment of death. Should any one have the mis- 
fortune of committing mortal sin after having fulfilled the required 
conditions, the indulgence is not lost, if but at the moment of death 
he is in the state of grace. 

3. It does not suffice to say this prayer only with the lips; one 
must strive to have the disposition and sentiments of a humble and 
confident submission to the will of God. For this reason it is ad- 
visable often to renew this act, especially after Holy Communion 
or when by a sermon or spiritual reading one has been forcibly 
impressed by the thought of death. 
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Mary, the Powerful Virgin. 





Confession of the Infernal Spirits. 


While St. Dominic was preaching at Carcassonne, an Albigen- 
sian heretic was led to him, who, having publicly decried the 
veneration of Mary, had fallen into the power of the devil. When 
the Saint, in God’s name commanded the evil spirits to declare 
whether all he had said regarding the veneration of the Mother of 
God were true, they cried out with a frightful howl: “Christians, 
take heed to what this man, who is our enemy, tells you about 
Mary; everything is perfectly true.” They added, that they had 
no power over the servants of Mary, and that many persons were 
saved, regardless of their little merit, because they called on her in 
the hour of death. Finally they said : “We are compelled to 
confess that none of those who persevere in venerating Mary will 
be lost, because Mary obtains true contrition for sinners before 
they die.” 


Do Not Forget to Gain 
the Great Indulgence for the Poor Souls. 
Nov. 1st and 2d. 

All those who wear the highly indulgenced Jubilee Medal 
of St. Benedict, can gain a plenary indulgence as often as they 
visit a church or public chapel, from twelve o’clock, noon, on All 
Saints’ Day until twelve o’clock, midnight, on All Souls’ Day, 
and pray the Our Father and the Hail Mary five times, or other 
prayers of about the same length, according to the intention of the 
Holy Father, provided they have received the holy sacraments. 

As the second of November falls on a Sunday this year, the 
ecclesiastical celebration of All Souls is transferred to Monday, 
but the indulgence remains for November second, and the visits 
should be made on this day. 

The Jubilee Medal can be procured from us. We are sorry 
to say that imitation Jubilee Medals are still circulated in the 
United States, probably manufactured by an unscrupulous firm. 
According to the decision of the Holy Father, Pius X., such 
medals cannot have the Jubilee indulgence attached to them. 

The genuine Jubilee Medals all come from Monte Cassino, 
the motherhouse of the Benedictine Order. We receive our 
Medals direct from Monte Cassino. 
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KARR SUPPLY CO. 


Home Office: St. Louis Office : 
Belleville, Ill. 737 Century Bldg. 


Steam & Hot Water Heating Contractors 


Correspondence solicited Estimates furnished 





‘*‘Why Men Should Go to Church.”’ 


Address delivered by the Most Rev. John Ireland, Archbishop of 
St. Paul, on the occasion of the dedication of St. Mary’s Cathedral,. 
Wichita, Kansas. ‘This excellent pamphlet deserves wide spreading 
among Catholics and Protestants alike. Single copy 2 cents; 100 
copies $2.00; 500 copies $10.co. ‘Those who desire it may write to 
Epiror CATHOLIC ADVANCE, 
WICHITA, KANSAS. 





GOLDEN LINKS. 


BY A BENEDICTINE FATHER. 


This attractive Prayer Book will appeal to both child and adult. 
It contains the essential prayers in simple and inspiring language, 
and besides, a number of devotions for special seasons not found in 
other prayer books. Approved and recommended by Bishops and 
Priests. 

Handsomely printed and embellished with four most beautiful 
half-tone illustrations. 

White celluloid binding with fine chromo design on oTss 


gilt an round corners, metal clasp - 
Freneh Morocco, gilt lettering and edges - 7 - -60 


Joy in God. 


Contents similar to those of ‘‘Golden Links,’’ but in vest 
pocket size. ‘Attractively and durably bound in Morocco, with 
gilt title and edges - . - - - - $0.60 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory,” Clyde, Mo. 





SANTA BARBARA LINIMENT 


An Unsurpassed Remedy for 
RHEUMATISM and NEURALGIA. 


“ Any one suffering from neuralgia or rheumatism con- 
tracted by a cold, which is frequently the case during the 
damp, chilly weather, will act prudently by at once using 
our Santa Barbara Liniment. 


“ This Liniment is to be used only externally. For forty 
years it has proved a most effective remedy for rheumatic 
pains, neuralgia and stiffness in muscles and joints. 


“ For these ailments, Santa Barbara Liniment cannot 
be surpassed, and as a rule, effects a speedy and perma- 
nent cure, if used according to directions and at the proper 
time. For ordinary attacks one bottle suffices, but very 
severe cases may need two bottles. 


“ We are in possession of many testimonials received 
during the last few years, expressing gratitude and ac- 
knowledging the efficaciousness of this Liniment. 
“ Every family ought to keep the Santa Barbara Lini- 
ment on hand as a home remedy, that it can be applied 
when any member has contracted rheumatism or neural- 
gia by a cold. 
“ Price per bottle postpaid $1.00 
* Can be procured genuine only from 

BENEDICTINE CONVENT, CLYDE, MO. 
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